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Worship at St Peter’s
St Peter’s has a communicant’s roll of 60 and the
average weekly attendance is 25 to 30 including
the active Sunday School. There is sung Eucharist
every Sunday at 11.00am and said Eucharist every
Wednesday at 10am. We use the 1982 Scottish
Liturgy and hymns from the Complete Anglican
Hymns Old & New. We have a growing
Sunday School and the service commences with a
short address to the children before they go to
the hall for Sunday School.
Many church members are involved in the
service. We have two servers and a rota of 8
people who read the lessons. Vestments are
worn at all celebrations of the Eucharist. We have
a choir of six. We have a very good mechanical
action organ and a modern sound system with
access to all hymns.
Inside St Peter’s
St Peter’s can seat around 400 people. The
interior has been very well maintained. There are
numerous stained glass windows all adding to the
beauty of the Church. It has a beautiful barrel
vaulted ceiling creating excellent acoustics.
St Peter’s also has a large church hall and a
spacious, modern kitchen. The hall can be
accessed from both inside and outside the
Church. There is an office for the priest to use.
There is a platform at the front of the church from
where we have hosted performances by the
Cologne Chamber Orchestra, St Andrew’s
Cathedral Choir and local amateur groups. We
have also done dramatisation’s of Easter Services.

Church Finances
At present St Peter’s is financially secure but fundraising is always
important. Previous fund-raising events have been sponsored walks and quiz
nights. We hold 3 coffee mornings annually and hold a Gift Day on St Peter’s Day.
Social Events
There is a social committee at St Peter’s who have organised many events and
trips.
Fraserburgh Churches Together
St Peter’s is involved with the other Churches in the town and holds a service on a
rota basis.

Parish Boundaries of Fraserburgh
St Peter’s church serves a wide area around Fraserburgh. You can see from the
map where these boundaries lie. Included are the villages of Sandhaven,
Rosehearty, Tyrie, Memsie, Rathen, St Combs, Inverallochy and Cairnbulg.

The History of St Peter’s
The present Bishop Jolly Memorial Church, better known as St Peter’s was opened on
Sunday 3rd July 1892 and was consecrated by the Rt Rev & Honourable Arthur
Gascoigne Douglas, Bishop of Aberdeen and Orkney on Sunday 31st August 1892. This
was a great day in the history of the Episcopal Church in Fraserburgh
and to appreciate this one must understand a little of the events which preceded this
event.
Following the Battle of Killiecrankie in 1689, Episcopalians were singled out for special
treatment and their church was disestablished. The rising was sparked off by the
accession of William of Orange, a staunch Presbyterian and his wife Mary, greatgranddaughter of James VI, to the throne. The established church was now
Presbyterian and the rector of the day, Rev James Moore, refused to swear allegiance
to King William.
A Toleration Act came in after the Union of 1707 and in 1712 religious freedom was
given to everyone who accepted 36 out of the 39 Articles of Religion in the Book of
Common Prayer but made a legal distinction between the Presbyterians and the
Episcopalians. A power struggle followed between the two groups and in 1717 the
Episcopalians were thrown out of the Parish Kirk. In 1718 came a statute forbidding
more than nine Episcopalians to meet unless they prayed for the Royal Family by
name.
By 1721 a meeting house or church was set up in Mid Street by the Rev William
Swan. He was succeeded by the Rev William Walker in 1734 and shortly after this
came the Penal Laws forbidding more than four to congregate in one room. This
forced the congregation to move to Mr Walker’s house at Middleburgh where screens
were set up so that they could hear the minister’s voice but not see his face.
What happened from 1717 to 1746 is not known but as a reprisal after the 1745
Jacobite Rebellion, the chapel in Mid Street was burned down by Government officers
on the order of Lord Ancram who was a commander under the Duke of Cumberland,
who is well remembered as the leader of the victorious army at the Battle of
Culloden. Many records were lost in the fire but the church survived and was
renovated in 1840.
Persecution ceased about 1760 with the accession of George III. The Penal Laws came
to an end in 1792 although the oaths were not abolished until 1871.

Special Features of the Church
As you enter St Peter’s you will find in the porch on the East wall a picture illustrating
the ministry of John Greig confined at Stonehaven Tolbooth along with the Revs John
Petrie and John Troup for preaching before more than four persons. The three men
continued their ministries behind bars. Bishop Jolly always acknowledged Rev Greig
as the inspiration of his own religious education.
On the South wall in the porch is another picture, this time of the Consecration of
Bishop Seabury, the first Bishop of the Episcopal Church of America. He received
consecration at the hands of the Scottish Bishops as the English Bishops were
debarred from consecrating him.
In the porch you will also see a fishing boat, the St Peter and St Andrew A153. The
number 153 represents the number of fish caught in the net when Jesus asked Peter
to cast his net overboard. The model was built by James Cordiner & Sons, Torry and
was presented to St Peter’s, Fraserburgh by St Peter’s, Torry, Aberdeen when they
moved into their Church Hall in 1983.

Inside the church you will see several memorial plaques giving testament to the many
people who have served the church and their country devotedly. One of these
plaques is the Funeral Hatchment of Alexander George Fraser, 16 th Lord Saltoun K.T.
which formerly hung in Philorth House. On the West wall notice the Bishop Jolly
Memorial Cabinet.
In the chancel is the Dedication plaque to Bishop Jolly and, opposite is the plaque
taken from the old church built in 1840. There is a plaque to James Ramsey, Britain’s
first slavery abolitionist. There is also a memorial to Rev Henry Fyfe who was the
incumbent during the building of the present church. Finally in the chancel there is
the beautiful alter, the carved Bishop’s chair and the beautifully carved pulpit.
In the Lady Chapel a point of interest is the blue satin cloth which covers the
alter. This cloth is part of a cloth used at Queen Elizabeth’s coronation in 1953 and
was given to St Peter’s by the present Lady Saltoun’s mother.

Rev Alexander Jolly
Rev Alexander Jolly, Bishop of Moray, is
considered to be a Saint of the Scottish
Episcopal Church. Many of his relics are to be
seen in the Church. The Rev Jolly came
reluctantly to Fraserburgh in 1788 but he
stayed for fifty years, dying there on St Peter’s
day, 1838.
He was born on 3rd April, 1756 at
Stonehaven.
He
was
educated
at Marischal College in Aberdeen. He was
ordained at Peterhead in 1776 and went from
there to Turriff and in 1788 came to
Fraserburgh. In 1798 he was made Bishop of
Moray, as a mark of respect, by the
Episcopate. Bishop Jolly, though a great
upholder of decency and order, was also a
lover of simplicity and avoided all formalities
whenever possible. His government of his
diocese was fatherly.
Bishop Jolly died in Fraserburgh in 1838 and at his request was buried in Turriff. A
plaque to his memory can be seen in the church.
The next incumbent of St Peter’s was the Rev Charles Pressley who was a prodigy of
Bishop Jolly. At about 1840 a new church was built in Mid Street as a memorial to
Bishop Jolly but, from an architectural point of view, it was not a success. The land on
which it stood was not large enough to allow a well-proportioned church to be
built. However it was fifty years before another building scheme was attempted. The
man responsible for the present church was the Rev Henry Fyfe. He felt that the
church and the parsonage in Mid Street were out of date and set to work to provide
new buildings worthy of the times and the congregation. The architect, John
Kinross, prepared the plans. John Kinross was well known as the restorer of Falkland
Palace and the Abbey Church of Queensferry. The foundation stone was laid on
20th August 1891 by Lord Saltoun, before a large crowd. On that day the Bishop of the
Diocese referred to the great service of Bishop Jolly and of his worthiness to receive
such a memorial.
Subscriptions from 5 shillings to £500 were pledged along with letters of
encouragement from many of the leading men of the day.
The Bishop of Aberdeen consecrated the church a year later on 31st August, 1892 but
only part of the church was finished. There was not enough money to build the tower
and the church hall.

St Peter’s Church adds to the architectural beauty of the town. The nave, chancel and
vestry were built at a cost of £4000. To
the design and build the handsome
Scotch Tower an additional £1600 was required. £900 was bequeathed by James
Farquhar Cardno, JP. The tower was subsequently built in 1909.
The style of St Peter’s is Norman, modified by local colouring. Externally and
internally the church is simple, plain and massive with little ornamentation yet
pleasing to the eye by its perfect and dignified proportion. The material used for the
exterior is pink granite from Corennie Quarries. The interior stonework including the
twelve pillars with their richly moulded bases and capitals is from the freestone
quarries of Corsehill.

Fraserburgh
Where is Fraserburgh?
Fraserburgh is a busy fishing port found on the
rugged north east coast of Scotland, forty miles
north of Aberdeen, Europe’s oil capital. It has a
population of just over 13,000. Fraserburgh has a
below average unemployment rate. Many of the
jobs are allied to the fishing industry but there is
also a strong manufacturing base in the town.
In the hinterland of Fraserburgh is some of the best
agricultural land in the north of Scotland and
the world famous Scotch beef and the barley for the
distilleries making Scotch Whisky are produced
there.
Fraserburgh has a beautiful sandy beach and around
the coast line north and south of Fraserburgh are
many picturesque fishing villages.

Sport
There are many sporting opportunities in and around Fraserburgh. For golf
enthusiasts there is an 18 hole and a 9 hole golf course with an adjacent driving
range, shop and coffee shop. There are also several golf courses within easy
reach of Fraserburgh and at a reasonable cost.
Fraserburgh has a football team which plays in the Highland League and there are
many amateur football clubs for all ages and abilities. There is a Fraserburgh
cricket team, rugby team, darts and pool leagues. There are plenty of
opportunities for indoor and outdoor bowling and there are tennis courts for
tennis enthusiasts. There is an indoor swimming pool and leisure centre.
Fraserburgh beach is famous as a surfing venue and national competitions are
held there. More recently there has been the addition of an all-weather pitch and
running track. There is also a local fitness and martial arts centre.

Shopping
Fraserburgh has an ample supply of good shops. There are three major
supermarkets, Tesco, Asda and Co-op and many smaller ones. There are familyowned fishmongers selling wonderful fresh fish and award-winning butchers’
shops marketing home produced beef, pork and lamb and their associated
products.
Health
There are two medical practices in the town and an excellent hospital. There are
several dental practices and two opticians.

Education
Education in Fraserburgh has a good reputation. There are many reputable
nurseries both private and those run by Aberdeenshire Council. The primary
schools are excellent and prepare the pupils for life in Fraserburgh
Academy. There is only one secondary school in Fraserburgh so all the primary
pupils from Fraserburgh and the surrounding area attend. Fraserburgh
Academy offers the pupils a wide and varied curriculum and the pupils are given
many opportunities to take part in academic, sport and cultural activities.
From Fraserburgh Academy young people go on to University or the local
college NESCol based in Fraserburgh and some go into apprenticeships. The
opportunities are there for those who want to take advantage of them.

Entertainment
There is an arts centre which features programmes presented by local
groups an visiting players. There are opportunities to taste the local produce in
restaurants and hotels both in Fraserburgh and the surrounding area. There are
prices to suit most people whether you want a simple fish and ship supper or
something more elegant and exotic.
At Fraserburgh Leisure Centre there is an outstanding indoor bowling arena and
it is used during the summer months for concerts and for activities like the
Motor Show and the Vintage Car Rally. For anyone interested in acting and
singing there are two enthusiastic amateur drama groups in Fraserburgh
catering, between them, for a wide age range.

Holidays
Fraserburgh is a popular holiday destination. It is well situated as it is within
easy reach of the wonderful east coast villages, the Highlands of Scotland and
Royal Deeside.

Fraserburgh Castle
Fraserburgh Castle was built as a Town House by Sir Alexander Fraser, 8 th Laird
of Philorth in 1572. Gradually other buildings were added, however they were later
demolished. Inside the keep is still some evidence of the grandeur of the building at
the time, especially the long room with a minstrel gallery. Sir Alexander Fraser,
Lord Saltoun, 15th Laird of Philorth let the castle for a time but eventually sold it to the
Northern Lighthouse Board in 1786.
Kinnaird Head Lighthouse
Kinnaird Head Lighthouse was built in 1787 by Thomas Smith and the first lighthouse
keeper was James Park, a retired ship’s captain. This was the first lighthouse to be
erected on the mainland of Scotland. In 1824, Robert Stevenson, a famous member of
the family of lighthouse builders and son-in-law of Smith, radically altered the light and
constructed a tower within the walls of the original castle. The foghorn was erected in
1902 being removed from service in 1991 along with the lighthouse. The lighthouse
became The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses and was opened to the public in 1995.

The Wine Tower
The wine tower is the oldest building in Fraserburgh and is described as
“remarkable and mysterious”. Today entry is gained via the steps which lead to
the upper floor. Inside is an extraordinary collection of bosses or large
pendants which are generally in a very good state of preservation. Another
unique feature of the interior is the vaulted roofs of each chamber.
Heritage Centre
This stands adjacent to The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses. Presently the
centre is a three star attraction and previous winner of the Scottish Museum of
the Year award and Commended by the Tourist Board. The centre was set up in
1988 to display the story of the town. You can step back in time through
centuries of history from the bustling quayside in the age of sail to the haute
couture of dress designer Bill Gibb. The centre also features temporary topical
displays which change regularly. Experienced guides are available at the centre
to make your visit enjoyable and informative.
There are many more interesting places to visit around Fraserburgh such as the
Waters of Philorth, Maggie’s Hoosie, Sandhaven Meal Mill and the ruins of
Pitsligo Castle.
For more information please contact the following:
Bishop Anne - bishop@aberdeen.anglican.org
Vestry Secretary – secretary@stpetersfraserburgh.org

